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A Study of HAYASI Utako in the U.S.A (1905~ 1906)

ABSTRACT

HAYASI Utako is one of the most important social workers in modern Japan. But there
have been few studies of her life and works. Her lifework had two major areas: one was
the work of nurturing poor children and orphans through the Hakuaisha (the philanthropic
association) which was located in Osaka. The second was the work of Japan Women'‘s
Christian Temperance Union (WCTU, Nihon kirisutokyo fujin kyouhuukai). This paper is a
study of HAYASI Utako when she was in the United States during 1905~ 1906. There were
three main reasons why she went to the USA: the first was to study social welfare
institutions, especially orphanages, the second was to gather funds in order to construct
new facilities for the Hakuaisha, and the third was to pursue the work of the WCTU.

She sailed to the USA on May 29th, 1905. First she visited some cities in the West Coast;
Seattle, San Francisco, Los Angeles, etc. and in November she went to meet Tyng who was
a pastor in Cambridge. Then she visited Washington DC, NewYork, Philadelphia, Boston,
etc. There she visited to study many social welfare instututions, and lectured on the
problems of Japanese women. Finally she received 6000 dollars from American charitable
persons. At that time, the meeting of the world WCTU was held in Boston, so she
participated with YAJIMA Kajiko. She had so many useful experiences in the USA. Then
she came back to Japan on November 29th, 1906, and devoted her whole life to the work
of WCTU and Hakuaisha.
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