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Mediated Sports Events and the Politics of Nationalism:
Representations of ‘Japanese-ness’ in the 1998 Nagano Olympic Games

ABSTRACT

In the 1998 Nagano Olympic Games, the opening ceremony was very unique in that Asari
Keita, who was the chief executive producer of the ceremony, tried to represent ‘Japanese-
ness’ through traditional customs and rituals. Several people criticized and mocked this ex-
traordinary image of Japan. To many Japanese people, the ‘Japanese-ness’ that was visual-
ized by Asari seemed to be outdated and too traditional.

However, there was some sort of common feeling that ‘we, Japanese’ have to let the
world know what Japan is in a more positive way. In other words, we could see the perva-
sive desire to be proud of ‘Japanese-ness’ in a way different from Asari’s.

This shows the typical atmosphere surrounding contemporary nationalism. The basic
driving force of contemporary nationalism resides in the cultural rather than the political
sphere. Mediated sports events like the Olympic games are the very sites in which such a
nationalistic mentality becomes visible and contested.

In this paper, [ scrutinize the opening ceremony of the Nagano Olympic Games and the
media discourses on the ceremony. Through that, I would like to shed light on the process

that produces and reproduces nationalistic pride on ‘Japan’ in the late 1990 s.

Key Words: Olympic games, Mediated sports events, Nationalism



