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A Study of The social Influence of “The Mobile-Multimedia”

ABSTRACT

The social influence of mobile-multimedia the devices, such as the pocketbeeper,
the cellular phone, PHS, the car navingation system, the Palm-top type personal
computer, and PDA (the personal digital assistant), extends to the whole society.
Personal interviews of heavy users of these information devices and also group
interviews with students, businesspersons, housewives were condueted to determine
how their mobile-multimedia devices used changed their human relations and social
activity both in their home and at their business office.

In his book The Third Wave, American sociologist Alvin Toffler, stated asserted “In
proportion to informationization of the society, people came to be able to do the work
of their company, shopping and the banking in their house, and they do not want to
move”. In the United States “Telecommuting” is advanced where as in Japanese
society, with the progress of informationization, people begin to disengage from both
their copmany and their home and to connect with new human relations, thus
crcating “The third society” between the home and the companies. This is because
the extent of the use of those compact portable devices is for more extensive in Japan
than in North America.

Key word : multimedia, portable information device, The third society



