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The History of the French Reformed Church under the Persecutions (2)

—The Battles of Camisards and the Reconstruction of the Reformed Church—

ABSTRACT

Some Protestants, primarily nobles, pastors, scholars, and manufacturers, took
refuge in foreign countries. Some converted to Catholicism, but others stayed in
France and tried to keep the Reformed faith. Of course, severe persecutions
began. These Protestant Huguenots fought against the King’s big army and the
intense oppression of the Catholic Church. The most famous battle of the
Huguenots was that of the Camisards, from 1702 to 1704. During the
persecutions and battles, Huguenots maintained their service to God in secret
meetings without pastors. Antoine Court, with the hope to reconstruct the
Reformed Church in France, created a seminary in Lausanne in order to train
French young men as pastors. Antoine Court and his friends continued the
difficult efforts for the reconstruction of the chuoch. This goal was realized far
later: the first Reformed Church in Paris after the Revocation was Louvre-
Oratoire, dedicated in 1812, and authorized by Napoleon 1.

Key Words : Huguenots, persecution, reconstruction of the Reformed Church



