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Synopsis: It is well known, at least in the United States, that Mark
Twain established his fame as a professional writer with his first two
travel books, The Innocents Abroad and Roughing It. His literary
works have been popular in Japan since their introduction for over a
century, but strangely his fame in Japan is based almost entirely on
the popularity of his “children’s literature” such as The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer, The Prince and the Pauper and Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn. Why have Japanese readers not read Twain’s travel books so
much as those widely accepted as children’s books? Or why have
Japanese scholars and translators not introduced another important
aspect of Twain as a travel book writer to the Japanese public in a
more positive manner? This paper will mainly treat The Innocents
Abroad and discuss possible causes of relative difficulty of Japanese
acceptance of Twain’s travel writings.
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NXTwb ([4H] 123),

2 BB (BB —LOE4E) HMROEBM=C X 5 [9sEm] o
iE, b zA I TZ20ORBIIRD FORITRRICH bbbt &, EOFREIIIRAT
HMEICBOTHESIIRESN TV LI FHPRSTS (Bl THAR] 5).

3 Mo VEROHARIZBIF 2 MO TOETIE, —AJUVEICT 2 b T4k
R [DAEIR) (ERE SN, Bes/NE, ITHGLA, BHBIUADO =412 X % The
Prince and the Pauper OIR, [ZEFF] 72o72 (A THA] 48-50 ; Bl [4
2.

4 “The Innocents Abroad is a book about touring, not traveling, and that is

o

its strength [. . .] he brilliantly perceived that the originality of his work
compared with other books of travel would reside in his paying closer attention
to the tourist experience and to tourists themselves than to the places visited.
Innocents Abroad is a book about the comic adventures of a group of tourists far
more than it is about the places they visit.” (Ziff 185; cf. Fiedler 50)

5 MaKeithan xiv; Cox 42 ; fadf TSR] 120 #1194 2B,

6 “In one of his letters to Bliss, Mark Twain wrote that the theme of The
Innocents Abroad was the contrast between what the travelers had expected to
see and what they did see on their journey’ (Walker 220).

T sk [0 204 220,

8 Leed 142-46 % £/,
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