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Synopsis: In recent decades, William Faulkner has begun to be
considered an environmental writer because his novella “The Bear” has
been thematically classified as nature writing. Old Ben, whose foot is
wounded by a hunter’s trap, embodies the wilderness being harmed.
However, “The Bear” is a more complex work and cannot simply be
analyzed within the framework of a binary opposition between
wilderness and civilization. Ike associates the image of Old Ben
speeding through the wilderness with a locomotive, which implies that
Old Ben stands for the possible hybridity between the two. This paper
aims to clarify Ike’s vision by examining the model and origins of the
character of Old Ben.
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BEONTVLETPEBROP 506 ThH b F— IV F - XU EFHEHkoH
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the Whale) % E#iEO—2& LTRELRCERLTEY, 1T, €£—
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There used to be a bear like Big Ben in our country when I was a
boy. He’d gotten one paw caught in a trap, and ‘cause of that, folks
used to call him Reel Foot, ‘cause of the way he walked. He got
killed too, though not so spectacularly as I killed him in the story of
course. . .. (LG 224)
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FROENZVD, T =0 F =LV EPLDORNTH /2T ay - L
(John B. Cullen) &, V=)V 7 v MIDOWT T +—2F— &0 FEHICE
WL TW5D,

Old Reel Foot had lost two of the toes off his left front paw; Joe
measured his tracks, and they were eight inches wide. For twenty
years, Old Doc said, he had lived in this jungle [...]. Old Reel Foot
had either whipped or killed every pack of dogs that followed him
into his jungle lair. (27-28)
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2. KEBIZEZhoRzDP—2DHHA

F—IVF - XRVFENHEDR T A VT AAOEEHTHY, HLTHY, *
T2IANITRREDLDTH L. ED72%, “that doomed wilderness whose
edges were being constantly and punily gnawed at by men with plows
and axes who feared it” (GDM 185) &\ #iEx, F— NV F - XVHE
IZOWTOERBTOH b, AHDB T4 VT A AHELAALLZRMEHO T v
TIA =R - RVEFREZHREN, 005k BIRIRSIT S
DIZe TOEIITF—IVE - RXUP, BHRINOOH B HMOBIRE X 5 7
7ELTERLTWE—HT, ZOTKE L TRMEINTHEHDIFHETD
o TAVDVHBLELAZFEST, ZHRL TV IV TFAZHELT
Wb,

[Tke] looked about in shocked and grieved amazement even though
he had had forewarning and had believed himself prepared: a new
planning-mill already half completed which would cover two or
three acres and what looked like miles and miles of stacked steel
rails red with the light bright rust of newness and of piled crossties

sharp with creosote. (303)

PREOEHDHER, TIULECFEHRMTORE L IEL T, ~—27 - 7
v 71— (Mark T. Decker) |2 XU, #REM2EEMOILKICONT, &
A, BAEEMOTILHEFOFAS B LI N T z0 (477), Zhw 2
IZZD XD BEREIZA =V R - R E IR LB EICH DL EE R D
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BECA =V - XU 2L HET LX) 1o 72E, EAEGLTwllL
DA —=NVE - RUOLERE L D72, K13 ) BEBIHL & O E ATk L T
W5, “It [Old Ben] rushed through rather than across the tangle of
trunks and branches as a locomotive would, faster than he had ever
believed it could have moved” (202). = L CZDHfHE %, +— )V F - X
PR MR HZEFNZ, TA 7 PEET 2 EEN=EHTH S, “the thick,
locomotive-like shape which he had seen that day four years ago
crossing the blow-down, crashing on ahead of the dogs faster than he
had believed it could have moved, drawing away even from the running
mules” (228). 2D L H 2, HWBEHEDIHS LHEES), TLTTAICHLE

L Oz, MBI EN 2L EOEbIX SR A RAEIZILE L
TWbo, DF D REEIIFEMBEIZE TO IKBFRELE LT A—T S Tw
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H72012, BEEOFHORBMLEREVEFHAMS 2 EPLEITR - TL
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BAEDOA =V F - RUPED LI L TEEN 0D, TOREEHEET S
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MEBIC BT 2 EEDOHE, i, TLTCENDRBTLbDOEER LT
v =%, TA 7L o TIEROFRERL N A 7 = A L3 L 72RO
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S5, ZJVFY v 7 - VoA LYY (Fredric Jameson) OF¥Ex5[H L
TT Y H— RO L ITARL T 5,
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[ ...] the South has become “‘something else’ which is no longer
family or neighborhood, city or state . . . but as abstract and
nonsituated as the placelessness of a room in an international chain
of motels” (118). Unlike Jameson, however, Ike would see this
placelessness as a monument to the rape of Southern culture by
Northern capitalism. [ . .. ] [The South] is therefore fundamentally
not Southern but instead “something else” that is not the banality
of Jameson’s chain motel but instead the horrifying reminder of the

South’s defilement. (484)

ZOEHITT v I =L, EEARERICLLIEHLULOL L TE VI FICE
THALTWEY, ZOFENPSETHY), TOWELZBEHEZ T VL0008
TANTRATHDLI DD, ARTIEIEILOZERZTIER <, Z#hEh
REELTANTHAALEVIEROF EFTHEMNT L. 714 70EELZLD
12, ERZBMAT L SaBlx, ARENIZY A VA AR T o) ERSE
TLEWV, ZDOH%IZFE -7 “placelessness” X, 7 A V¥ R ANEFEIN
722l ERWEISELLDE LTRIELTWLDTE,

ZOLATORKIZBNT, BREDBS, SREXT 7 v - VRV E
LTERENTVE—TT, T4V FFAGTHEEREOHE 2 H->TwD, 71
WA EEDPFG SN T —FE LT, 74 7PEORRHTTL
7210 BOKE, AL EHITT 4 VTR RADONENGITF A - T T
FEDA A=V LTH»PN TV,

[ ... ] the wilderness closed behind his entrance as it had opened
momentarily to accept him, opening before his advancement as it
closed behind his progress, [ ... ] the wagon progressing not by its
own volition but by attrition of their intact yet fluid

circumambience, drowsing, earless, almost lightless. (GDM 187)
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