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The Origin of Local Governments with Capacity for
Comprehensive Administration—
The Case of the Postwar Reform

Toshiya Kitayama

Following the previous article of mine in 2017, this one examines the post-
war reform period. It argues that the sequence of the postwar reforms,
which included the democratization and decentralization, has made possible
the local governments with the capacity for comprehensive administration.
Home Ministry attempted to prevent the field agencies of the other minis-
tries so that the prefectures and municipal governments could pursue com-
prehensive administration, before it was abolished. This article demonstrates
that the sequence of the events (The direct election of governors, the enact-
ment of Local Government Law, and the abolishment of the Home Ministry)
was critical for this postwar development of local governments.
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