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Hierarchy of Languages in the Taiwanese 12-Year
Basic National Education Multicultural Curriculum
for the Mother Tongue

ABSTRACT

With the passage of the Development of “National Language” Act in 2018, the
natural languages and sign languages by the different ethnic groups in Taiwan came to
be recognized as “National Language”. This bill promoted the language equalization of
the languages of each ethnic group (including Chinese) widely spoken in Taiwan. Me-
dium of instruction remains Chinese; however, and since September 2019, the 12 Year
Basic National Education Program has been implemented. New immigrants, who have,
by and large, been migrating from Southeast Asian countries since 1990s, have joined
the melting pot of “the four main ethnic groups”: mainlanders, Taiwanese, Hakka, and
Taiwan Indigenous Peoples, transforming Taiwan into a new multicultural society. The
languages of the new immigrants have been added to the new educational system under
the heading of Mother Language Education, which consists of education in Taiwanese,
Hakka, and Taiwan Indigenous Peoples. Taiwanese (the so-called majority language in
Taiwan) is neglected, as it shares the same status as the languages of the new immi-
grants. Has the government put languages in a hierarchy through multicultural educa-
tion?

Through interviews with frontline teachers and researchers in native languages, 1
investigate the gap between government language policies and educational systems and
the attitudes of frontline teachers.

Key Words: new immigrants, multicultural education, Mother Language Education



