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How and in what linguistic environments a receptive
bilingual child uses her languages, focusing upon
changes in the mother’s language input

Masayo YAMAMOTO

This paper reports and discusses the findings on the past eight years of a
londitudinal study investigating how a productive bilingual-to-be child turns into a
receptive bilingual through the interactions with her productive bilingual mother. The
subject of this study is a girl (hereafter referred to as D), born and raised in Hawai'l in
a family of four: a fluent Japanese-English productive bilingual mother and a monolingual
English-speaking father, with a formerly productive but now receptive English-Japanese
bilingual elder brother.

In this study the major data for analysis are 90 digital recordings of conversations
between D and her mother. Each recording is approximately 34 minutes long. In
addition to these, face-to-face interviews with the two subjects were also conducted,
which supply background information.

Some major findings in the analysis of the data are:
-Gradual changes are found in how the mother uses her two languages in her
conversations with D. In the early stages of the reseach she used mostly, if not
only, Japanese to D, who was speaking mostly in English. However, the mother
gradually started to use more and more English, either solely or with Japanese in
the code-switching mode.

Reflecting the mother’s gradually decreasing Japanese input, due to her more
frequent use of English, D's productive ability in Japanese declines, but she seems
to retain her receptive ability. This could be safely inferred by the fact that D's
replies, mostly in English, or reactions to her mother's Japanese utterances are
usually adequate and appropriate.

These findings cast some doubt on Lanzas (1997) strategy model “parental
strategies towards child language mixes,” which is based on the idea that the parents
are the ones who are in control of their offsprings’ language use. For her next step, the

present author will attempt to refute this hypothesis.



