A “World Citizen's” Final Journey

Ruth M. Grubel

As you may know, Kwansei Gakuin's founder, Dr. Walter R.
Lambuth, was born in Shanghai, several months after his young
parents first arrived in China in 1854. But, did you know that he
was also buried in Shanghai? I was reminded of this recently when
we received a photo of Dr. Lambuth’'s new grave covered with
flowers in 1921. This means that it has now been 90 years since our
founder and model “world citizen” took his last journey.

Dr. Lambuth was in Japan for a total of only 4 years. In 1891, he
had to go to the United States, and although he had hoped to return
to Japan soon, he was quickly recruited to serve in national
leadership positions for the church, promoting the cause of missions
around the world. During the next thirty years, he traveled to
many different countries and began new programs in the fields of
education, health, evangelism, disaster relief, and poverty reduction.
As one friend said of him, “He had a passion for the world.”

His last trip is a good example of how tirelessly he worked to serve
his brothers and sisters around the globe. Although he was
suffering from a serious health problem, his doctors in America gave
him permission to set off for Asia in the summer of 1921. From
Shanghai, he went to Korea, and then to Northeast China and
Siberia, visiting places like Harbin and Vladivostok where various
humanitarian projects had been begun. Then, after returning to
Korea for a few days, he went on to Japan, where the annual
meeting of the church mission was being held at Karuizawa. He
was able to lead the meeting for the first three days, but the pain
from his illness became so intense that he was moved to Yokohama,
and he had surgery at a hospital there. During the two weeks after
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his surgery, he wrote more than 100 letters to contacts around the
world, with the help of his good friend, W.E. Towson, who was by
his side. Despite hopes of recovery, his condition suddenly
worsened, and Dr. Lambuth passed away on September 26th.

Dr. Lambuth’s parents also worked in Japan after moving there
from China with their son. His father, James, is buried in Kobe, but
his mother, Mary, who moved back to China shortly before she died,
is buried in Shanghai. Dr. Lambuth’s wish was to be buried next to
his mother, and this is why his grave is in Shanghai. Although he
has been gone now for 90 years, his love for others, and the work he

began still lives on.
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