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Abstract

Japanese Newspapers as Social Survey Data:

Quantitative Analysis of readers’ columns

Yasuto Nakano

Kwansei Gakuin University

The purpose of this paper is to propound methods and problems of quantitative analysis of
newspapers. Using newspapers as research data is a not unfamiliar way to inquire society es-
pecially in media studies. Over the past few decades a considerable number of studies have been
made. Recent developments of archives and innovations of methodology make it easier to ana-
lyze Japanese newspapers in a quantitative way. Large quantity of newspaper data could be a
fruitful source of social inquiry. In this paper, readers’ columns of ASAHI (2006) are ana-
lyzed as a test case. The columns include not only text of content but also age and occupation

of its contributor. There would be a possibility to use newspaper data as social survey data.

Keywords

newspaper, quantitative text analysis, content analysis, social survey
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