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A survey on the gap between
intended (or desired) number
and actual number of children

[ &

This article describes the results of reseach utilizing a survey on
the gap between intended (or desired) number and actual number of
children in a family. Relevant past studies are introduced by theme;
the research on the predictive validity of intended fertility both on the
macro and micro level and the research on the factorial analysis of the
gap between wanted and actual number of children. Our main remarks
are (1) the fact that reproductive intention can be effective only for
a short-term forecast, (2) the vulnerability of Bongaarts model when
applied, and (3) the lack of the important variable in the estimation of
the gap between wanted and actual number of children, i.e., the direct
costs of children.
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