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Controllable Investigation and Uncontrollable
Investigation

Nobuo Imai*

B Abstract

The survey place in social research has been thought of as controllable. For
example, the purpose of rapport building is to reach the true voice of the respon-
dent. In this perception of surveys, the researcher and respondent are seen as hav-
ing fixed roles, and the survey place is controlled to suit those roles. In this case,
the researcher-respondent can be viewed as a continuous self. Thus, this article
makes the following three arguments. (1) Control over the survey place is first es-
tablished when the survey is positioned (true or false) at an authentic level. (2)
The level of authenticity is established when the researcher or respondent is posi-
tioned as a continuous self. (3) The continuous self is a self-image that consists of
things that assume rational understanding and do not assume vicarious understand-
ing. However, to understand the other, that is, the respondent, when establishing
rational understanding and vicarious understanding, the foundations of this kind of
continuous self or controlled survey place begin to weaken. This is because the
self of the researcher is tied up in the place. When we understand social research
and the three levels of responses of fact, opinion, and feeling, we can recognize
that these three levels express a controllable investigation level to an uncontrolla-

ble investigation level.

Key words : controllable investigation, self, vicarious experience, “place” as a space,

“place” as the whole
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