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Critical Analysis of English Education Materials:
With a Focus on Junior High School English Textbooks
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Abstract:

English is often referred to as “lingua franca” and is widely learned around the world. Japan is
no exception. With the recent introduction of English to Japanese elementary school curriculum
as one of the academic subjects, English education is becoming more pervasive than ever before.
In addition, referred to as “communication tool”, the practical aspect of English has been more
and more emphasized in the Japanese context. The purpose of this article is to shed light on this
prioritization of English and its practical aspect by revisiting English teaching materials. Consid-
ering the impact that they can have on the young Japanese learners of English, six English text-
books for first-year junior high school students were analyzed based on the concepts and prac-
tices of foreign language education around the world: US bilingual education, European foreign
language teaching policy, World Englishes, and critical applied linguistics. The results revealed
that the textbooks, while meeting many of the expectations, still leave room for improvement in
areas such as language and character diversity, utilization of partial language proficiency based
on plurilingualism, and the way inner circle English (Kachru, 1985) and its culture are dealt
with. Implications for future English teaching materials and English education in Japan at large

are also discussed.
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