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Ashihei HINO in North Korea (2):
Reprinting Ashihei HINO’s Diary in North Korea and
his story, “Panmunjum” and “Personal Reports
of Women in North Korea”

Kenji LEE
ABSTRACT

In May 1955, Ashihei HINO visited North Korea. Imagining what he experienced
at that time, I, therefore, want to reprint his diary, Hokusen Tabinikki. In Imperial
Japanese, hokusen, when translated, means “North Korea,” and I want to report that his
experience appeared in his story, “Panmunjum” and “Personal Reports of Women in
North Korea.” However, his diary is voluminous, and handwritten letters are difficult
to read and comprehend. Therefore, I intend to reprint it on three papers. Although, I
already reprinted “Ashihei HINO in North Korea (1)” from May 16 to 20, 1955. In this
article, I intend to reprint the next two days, which are from May 21 to 22, 1955, titled
“Ashihei HINO in North Korea (2).” This article describes only two days, which are
crucial for Ashihei HINO because he wrote a story, titled “Panmunjum” based on his
experience. Nevertheless, I will reprint from May 23 to 27, 1955, as “Ashihei HINO in
North Korea (3)” in the next journal.

Key Words: North Korea in 1955, Panmunjun, Ashihei HINO, Diary



