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Idol Fans’ Cultural Practice on Chinese Social Media:
The Case of the “Mother Fans” of TFBOYS

Kenan WEI
ABSTRACT

Recent years have seen that Chinese female fans no longer consume male idols
through the gaze of a sexual object but rather through a motherly perspective and ma-
ternal instinct to support their idols, calling themselves “mother fans.” This paper fo-
cuses on the single female fans of a popular Chinese idol group—TFBOYS. Through
interviews and investigations, this study analyzes why young single women choose to
be mother fans and how they practice as such and sums up their psychological motiva-
tion and behavior patterns.

Because TFBOYS are ikusei (nurturing) idols, female fans naturally support them
with a maternal perspective as they accompany them in their growth and demand them
to exhibit behaviors the way mothers do their children, expecting them to become suc-
cessful and display excellent moral character.

This study concludes that in a patriarchal social environment, under the double
stigma of women and idol fans, female fans have inadequate strength to confront social
prejudice and thus strategically use a mother’s social identity to justify their behavior
and, through such a status, control their idols’ growth and career, from which they
achieve self-empowerment.

Key Words: female fan, mother fan, cultural studies



