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Eros and Regulating Power in Manchuria:
A History of the Iconic Café in Modern Japan (5)

Katsuhiko YAMAIJI
ABSTRACT

In 1932, Manshukoku (or the Empire State of Manchuria) was founded under the
supervision of the Japanese military. The empire maintained several ideals as national
policies, e.g. “the Royal Road to Paradise” and “the Harmony of Five Peoples.”

Meanwhile, the market economy was playing an increasingly prominent role in
the lives of citizens. Western styles of fashion had begun in large cities, such as Dairen
and Harbin, while Hollywood movies grew in popularity. Cafés or cabarets were indis-
pensable for pleasure in daily life. Many people grew fascinated by the social dance
performed in such places. Consequently, the concept of “eros” became key at that time.

However, some students, who were devotees of government policy, resisted these
contemporary fashions and cried out for the purification of society against what they
saw as degenerative trends.

In this paper, an anthropological perspective is applied to analyze certain aspects
of daily life, as described above in the Manshukoku era.

Key Words: Manchuria, amusement center, chain market street, social dance, café,
cabaret, strip dance, eros, regulating power, purification



