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New developments of medical social work
in the stage of end-of-life or palliative care :
A case study of a mindfulness-based approach
to work with a client’s death

Yasuaki Inoue*', Hiroko Tamano*', Satoshi Ikeno**

ABSTRACT

Based on a case study method, this paper sheded a light on the role of medical social
workers (MSW) in an acute care hospital at the phase of end-of-life or palliative care by ex-
amining their attitudes toward patients’ death and the transformational process of their thera-
peutic relationship with a cancer patient. The role of MSW in end-of-life care remains am-
biguous. On the other hand, the social work value system that aims to work with total pain
from whole person perspective should be considered for the establishment of the advance care
planning procedure. This case study thoroughly described the social work practice that led by
a mindfulness-based end-of-life care. The result of the study delineated the importance of the
fully being with clients as a practical value that should be embodied in the medical social
work to work in the end of life or palliative care settings.

Key words : end-of-life care, Advance Care Planning (ACP), medical social work, mindful-
ness, cancer caring salon
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