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The Transition of Caregiver
over the Early to Late Modern Period

Terumi Sasao*

ABSTRACT

The premise of the so-called modern family is considered as the gender role such as “men
work outside and women stay home”. It has affected social work practices in Japan, as well.
However, the modern family has not always existed in history and what we now call “family”
emerged barely 200 years ago. This study aims to examine the context in which caregiver as
a women’s role was gradually entrenched in the society from the time when caregiving was
not a gender-specific role by tracing the transition of actual caregivers for children, elderly
and disabled. From the perspective of women’s status, it is argued that women’s status de-
clined while the other advanced when patriarchy became dominant in the Muromachi era. The
women’s status continued to decline and was at the lowest during the early modern period.
The gender roles were different in the early modern period from the present day. Women had
been perceived as lower-status gender and incompetent so that men had initiative even on the
domain of care.

In this study, author identified who provided care before the emergence of the modern fam-
ily and examined the transition of caregivers throughout the modern period to verify that
caregiving had not always been considered as a women’s domain.

This study concludes on the premise that history is constantly being reconstructed.

Key words : gender role, care, the early modern period
* Graduate School of Human Welfare Studies, Kwansei Gakuin University



