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An Introduction to the Sociological Study
of Motherhood in Japan :

Discourses Surrounding Motherhood in the Discussion
of Second Baby-boomers and their Challenges for Feminism

ABSTRACT

A sociological analysis of discourses surrounding motherhood in the discussion of
second baby-boomers in contemporary Japanese society is attempted in this paper.

With an increase in political concern for the deteriorating economy and the in-
creasing rate of irregular employment, the situation of second baby-boomers in Japan
has been discussed. During these discussions, the so called “third baby-boom,” which
was expected to take place in the late 2000s, has been highlighted.

While the mainstream discussants argued that the stabilization of employment will
increase marriages and consequently, the birth rate ; feminist scholars such as Chizuko
Ueno actively discussed the oppressive marriage system. Furthermore, she provided a
detailed analysis of the situation of current aging female second baby-boomers, espe-
cially those who are excluded from both regular employment and marriage. However,
Ueno did not discuss the situation of married women.

Rie Kido also presented her ambivalent feelings toward feminist critiques of the
marriage system in her dialogue with Karin Amamiya. While Ueno was part of the
generation of first baby-boomers, Kido and Amamiya were both second baby-boomers
themselves. Kido noted that feminist critiques of marriage have failed to acknowledge
that young women often find certain ways to survive marriage. However, this does not
mean that the marriage system does not have its own defects.

In conclusion, I am of the view that discussions on the variety of ways in which
women have actually raised children both inside and outside the marriage system in
conjunction with feminist critiques of the oppression of motherhood under the marriage
system are imperative.

Key Words : feminism, motherhood, second baby-boomers



