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The Story of Bijinza (The Beauty Club):
A history of an Iconic Café in Modern Japan (1)

ABSTRACT

Many scholars have studied the history of cafés in Japan. In particular, Mu-
rashima, a famous writer, contributed to the study of amusement activities in Osaka.
He analyzed many aspeets of subcultures in Osaka from sociological point of view.

The present author shares the same interest with him in studying Osaka’s modern
history, particularly popular culture in the Meiji, Taisyo, and Showa eras. At the begin-
ning of Showa era, former waitresses created a Japanese-style café, serving guests, sit-
ting together in the same sofas, enjoying conversation, and eating dishes as compan-
ions. The waitresses were called jyokyu in Japanese, some of whom were “sex work-
ers.”

This paper describes the characteristic features of the famous café, Bijinza (The
Beauty Club) in the Dotonbori area of Osaka, which serves as an example of leisure
activities in the Showa era before World War II.

Key Words: Bijinza, café, jyokyu (waitress), Dotonbori (Osaka), erotic capital, modern
Japan



