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314 MEFRE - ABDEA [ ] & (0F2H) K2 HELLY (B /i/ 2Bk LT
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mob — mobs, bed — beds
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convention — conventional digit = digital

form — formal globe — global
single = singular pole = polar
module = modular circle = circular
capsule = capsular angle — angular

C ! section /-fon/ vs. question /-ff'on/
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%l bag /Nv 7 bed X b dog Fv 7
god T b bad /¥ badge /N v 7
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B &R (2—% fILTl) koomori < ko. mori

A (4 X2 &|Tl) izushi < izuishi

FEH (R /4 M) minoo < mino. mo

BEEE (R R FHET) hotsubo < bo. tsubo

HeA (3277 %) yokura < yoku. kura

fea (2 F— Jelaifi) shidoo < shii. doo

B 2 1E /%] (/koomori/) 7% /komori/ TR\ DX, 1E— FHHF /o/ &5k 2P
IDEFFLIzOTHY, [WH] (Vizusl/) A /izuisl/ TZ\VOIEREE /1/ 0 3 [ 85 e i
HEBTL720TH D,

ETAHT, BICHWALOFEEIZZ ) b ok LT M4l (TA44 0 /oo/ =
/ao/ = /aioi/) O)%Wﬂ: VO TORBIGER L TWRWES ) 2 ? AR EREO
/00/ DIEFELEE HWAFLD /ao/ IZEALT 2 DI ifﬁﬁ#“( &5 L LT, 2ok, MihE /i/ 7
TEMAMENDZONMETE v, LEFHIZHEDS ) XHICEZE206THL, Lol

TEH /al/ & Joi/ 1k, RS E SRS O R A ZERE 2 L B3, EogER
KBS 5, ZEREE, SHEME L THESE LR R 25TH D,

V. EFE0®EEIL

(AL EREEBIC B W THEBEICRON L HEO—D2TH b, Bz X, HEEOER
JITOBID &) BFEEES S {BIE SN D,
Bl FIFEIC B AL
a. %i-% ¢ akizora Fkze
A -4 ¢ tika-miti S|

o

c. BhE-%F © nomi-mizu  fkAK L&
d. % -HyF @ yuki-doke E. 0

e. BF-E)E ¢ tati-yomi ASE N

f. %5-JE455 @ hara-ita JE T

18) HAGEIZREEE DA S “EREDFET 20 E0RERORMIH 5, LAl BETIE, 2L d
HIATE (vowel space) 1IZBW RS R /ai/ @ L 9 i fgid, “HEEBSERRENTWS
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—J. THEA) RO R ON, ZOEEFHEEKTIIA NV ADPEELBHEZ 2,
5] : Hotdog, Greenhouse, Goldfish, Whitehouse, Dancing teacher,
Sleeping bag, Briefcase 7% &

LS

HAFEIZBW THALOMEEZH ) BN [HE] 27°5 2. #HEL X, HEFOH2E
F OPRER) PEFAFETHRILETHLLEI. TUWPAEFREILTL2HEOZ L TH
Ho M. HEIIFEFEFEHIZTAHY L) BIRT, LORFHIEIZZ ) HFLELLELFR
%o

Bl 24+ 5 [saol — 1% [takezao]
N+ 2 [tsuma] — NFE [¢itozumal
5+ 1 [yi) — 2 [hanaZi]
K+t [sirw] — Kt [butaziru]
fii -+ ) [tanal — ffiffli [kamidana]

HE AR THEZL L2 EDbN AT, RO L) LHPETOEN S,
<HE &R HA >
Bl AR (7 A Ak =HTH) aigase < ai. kase

Bk (74 T @3R1) asago < asa. ko cf B (ase. ku: #EETH)

¥k (>N KBifi) nanba < nan. ha

EYe (¥ 3 =ZAK1) shijimi < shi. shimi

T (72— REW) kouzo < kou. so < koo. sho

i (2=~ M577) koube < kaube/kan. be <= kau. be/kam. be < kamu. be

< kami. he
(L HoX, A M AV AR, a—F, I=F, Yyrad)
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FREEENGN A3 A5 (Le) <)

M HAFEOET DM TH Lo 20DEFNL R DLFHED—HFEHDOFENTHTHEDY

19) ZOHHE, BEFHOMESE F5 2 AF LT 5 L FEmRE 2 FEROBEH TIEO B TEL 2505 TH S,

20) SoOMZOLA . BEEE ] (/su/:gcxix TH] 2»6) oESETE (/s/) 2WEHELEFIC. g
HOETE (/k/) PEFEILLTWS, BLWHITH HH, [FHH (/sitazutsumi/, /sitatsuzumi/) OF1A 5
L0 5 &1 BEITMWIZ S B VIR Tl v,

21) COMBATIE, BHEFEZOETZEP ) 2. ZORTEHOBETSETLNEFILLL TS, [HET]
(nawabasigo) 2B 2 AHHAMEZ BB EEL6TH D,
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POZFEHOTNRT - X - T ThAH L X, ZNDY - F - YITIIEILT 285 % $5
o BFMIIZEFEILO—HETH %,
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Why are many area names difficult to read in Japan?

— An investigation of the sound changes applied in them —

Hiromi OTAKA

Abstract

It is a well-known fact that in Japan not a few area names written in Chinese
characters are hard to read. This is because the Chinese characters used for them as
in 4G2FM (/pontochoo/: a district in Kyoto city) have deviated a great deal from the
original standardized way of reading. This type of area names varies in terms of the
process of sound changes they underwent in the past. The obfuscation in sound changes
of some area names was likely caused by something historical or legend, while that of
others were by the application of regular phonological rules such as elision, intrusion,
sequential voicing based on the three universal linguistic principles, i.e. Principle of
Economy (PE) , Obligatory Contour Principle (OCP) and Principle of Clarification. The
type of area names being dealt with in the present paper is the latter one.

Area names are likely to change as time passes by in response to the requests from
OCP and PE. However, another one called the Principle of Clarification tries to keep
them from changing too far so that they can maintain intelligibility for reading. The role
of this principle is not only to stop the excess of sound changes, but also to redress them

in the name of clarification. This is how area names constantly change with time.





