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Calendar as Medium:

Gengo and Koki in Korea, Taiwan, and Indonesia

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the use of gengo and koki in calendars
that were distributed in Korea, Taiwan, and Indonesia in the first half of the 20th Cen-
tury from an “information anthropology” perspective. Gengd means the “era name” or
“year name” in the Japanese calendar scheme, which is patterned after the Chinese sys-
tem. A “one reign, one era name” system has been adopted since 1868. On the other
hand, koki, which literally means “emperor year,” is a Japanese system of counting
years starting from the first Emperor Jinmu’s accession to the throne, which has been
calculated as BC 660.

In Korea and Taiwan, under Japanese rule, gengé such as Taishdo and Showa were
used along with the Gregorian year and the koki year. In Indonesia, under Japanese oc-
cupation, the use of the koki year was declared in March 1943; further, the Proclama-
tion of Indonesian Independence (in 1945) used the koki date August 17, 2605.

This paper aims to shed light on the function of gengo and koki in the administra-
tive system of the Japanese Empire overseas. An analysis of examples in pre—war Ko-
rea and Taiwan reveals that gengo seemed to have lesser impact than koki, which was
emphasized as a competing system with the Gregorian calendar. Following the defeat
of Japan in 1945, both gengé and koki were abolished. Instead, they were replaced by
the Tangun year and the Republic of China (Minguo) calendar in Korea and Taiwan,
respectively. It is impressive that the joy of liberation was portrayed in a Korean calen-
dar of 1946.

Calendars, serving as media, propagated information on nationalism and imperial-
ism powerfully in the early 20th Century and continue to function as an influential tool
to convey ideas at a mass level.

Key Words: calendar, gengo, koki, media, information anthropology, Korea, Taiwan,
Indonesia



