AU "~more/most” DO { FEEDOILEF - Rl F
—Z DRI ORI 2 45—

P/ LS

[. XAROBEN

WEEO B HEIZBWTIE, TFHE (F : more beautiful/most beautiful) & T
B (Bl : harder/hardest) D &EHTH 7 < BIFHTIZ "more/most” HSTEZF - BIF O
BAOIWCHENLYEDH S (B © furthermore, northernmost) o R DER 25 F 213,
BITRIHEY (£, WBEMARTEEF6GERETH LD L, &k EfERTiEEIE
YUFETH D00 (2), EEEICBOTHZEICIIKERENRONL,

KR TIIRDO ZODOFERNE L2 B ThH, —Did, Ll oJesgy: e TRz 7 b
M E L7200, 2L TC2HIE “~more” & “~most” DFEE E DI
WCAELTWED0, OZHTHL, BAENICIE. RO L) RRFHEIRBL., ZOEMSEE.
B IR L CTHGEET %o

o &

Eﬂé

‘more” & “most” AEMILEF - BIFOFICE»rND & GEEWAILE) . ZHiERICE
J% 703 Y ADEGEORBEGE L FREICKEL R D010, IRHOMTY X480
22 (rhythm clash) 25#2 2 %5 (] : more farther, mést northern), & - T, T % kLT
572912 ‘more” & “most” FFERICBE)L2OTIE WA eE2 bNb, FEHE, a haf
hour X a quite job &\ BRI FKHIX, FAEFETIZZN-Z half an hour, quite a
ob THLHEM E AR ENDL L)oo Tnb, T2, FEEMET “~more” & “~most”
FlICREZENRONLDIE, 2o, REBOEREIEZ DEEOH B 5 HEOE
A2 HHE L) DFEREHCB L 70I AV A2 KRELTLOTIE RV EEDLNS
PHTHb. M. BIEDRHOIEHIVRIIL, IO R E 7B - BlFOIZE AL
MEEROE—THEIZHmE L O L W) FHEIEDSV TV S (F2 TOHFMNE “forévermore”

¢ “northwésternmost” D &),



il

&1 1 "more” MaImIC T < AR / BIF (TREYS| =5y 1999: NFPEHS)

Anymére  Evermoére  Forévermore? (cf. for évermore & b 3<it)

Fuarthermore/furthermére (551 EHiICT 72> bOH 2L H 5 ,)

Névermore/nevermore (55 1 EHilZT 7> FO®HLEEH 5,)

*Innermore (Z DFERIITHEIZ L » TIBES WD TH5L,)

Cft. claymore, dulcimore, hackamore, sagamore, sophomore, sycamore,
sycomore (2 ZCOT7EIZERMMIZIZLEDO6EE L FAIZEL A5, EERW
2 Bl 2 TSR D R WG TH B o)

2 1 “most” BNAEIKICH TR - 8lF (FI/EY MI1EBZRVWTINTER)

Aftermost Hindmost Rearmost
Aftmost Hithermost Rightmost
Backmost Inmost Southernmost
Bettermost Innermost Sternmost
Bottommost Lattermost Topmost
Centermost Leftmost Undermost
Downmost Lowermost Upmost
Easternmost Middlemost Uppermost
Eastmost Midmost Utmost
Endmost Nethermost Uppermost
Farthermost Northernmost Utmost
Foremost Northmost Uttermost
Furthermost Northweésternmost Weathermost
Headmost Outermost westmost
Hindermost Outmost

CITHEIREIE, 2081 7ok ERIEER / BIFIEEICAE -

LS AN 7

e - BlE - AR ORI ORIk L B O &5 50 (b L <Emi)
EROTORRGENLZVEN) ZETHL, TORTIE, FELZVLDERT ¢ TRL
Tdhbo LT, TOFATOREIRIE, WEESFEFRRLSNTIRVARVEFTRZ L)

#&3 : Most TR0 2R - BIFRDRR - tLBHRDE]

Bk —  HEBER — i Bk
10) inner Inmost, innermost
10) (utter) utmost, uttermost
1) 10) endmost
top o) topmost
fur 10) furthermost
north 10) northmost, northernmost

7272 L. forévermore 7%, for évermore & 3 b#HEX SN L6 b H 5 Z & L northwesternmost 25HE—4
BHFELRAHIZOICAMNLVAT T IR I L LWV HAEET 2L, HOBNELIZEZT. 22 TORELR(T

GO B L DTIE RV,
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M. WARGTE

IR OO EA ZREES B 72012, EEERIRERGE 2 HERE 1IC L T RO 3D more/
most BIE KB (JLE / & b)) ZXLOHFTHEELTL 5o/, £ L TEORITERGHT
V7 b =7 @ Praat > T “more/most” & &AtIEA R DFE—imE DT ~X)VHE (dB)
T EBEFWNI N - L 72,

1. more/most + £ 1 Hi 12 % b DIE%E (more/most likely, dangerous)
.more/most + 5 1 FHiIZHE % b /2R \WIER G (more/most intélligent)
.more/most + FHIEH IZHE % b DA F + %5 (more/most foolish idea,

2
3

dangerous word)
4. more/most + 1 HFEIICHEZ L R WIEAES + % i) (more/most condénsed

version)

FEBMF (1230)

more/most + JEZE)

1. Bruce is more likely to visit us tomorrow.

2. Jane is most likely to visit us tomorrow.

3. It'll be more dangerous to say such a thing to him.

4. It'll be the most dangerous to say such a thing to him.
5. Dogs may be more intelligent than cats.

6. Cats may be the most intelligent out of the three kinds of pet animals.

more/most + JEZE + 45

7. You have just expressed a more foolish idea to me.

8. You have just expressed the most foolish idea to me.
9. Give me a more dangerous word to address to him.
10. Give me the most dangerous word to address to him.
11. That drama is a more condensed version of a novel than this one.

12. Out of the three dramas, that is the most condensed version of a novel.

BB

ARFEERIZIL, 20164F |2 BTG A BE A VAR ZCHUR 22 & L Ok H L Q7o Skih RERERe
DB L6 XTI L 72 (& R20AHTF) . O DHH (77— A MA—24) DHXL
FEEFEBIUCHNETOE) THD, STHILAHDF AL DTENLEINS], S2
ELTKHIT A2 LT %,



il

R (USA Female)
M (British Female)
J (USA Male)

S1 (USA Female)
D (USA Male)

S2 (USA Male)

V. SREROFIE

HED R A REFFEIC BT 2 ATBR O IE. TEAF - BlFIO “more/most” A33CH Cfff
D& EERMICHIBERO—I2H) S L2k b720l, 2O7a3IF YA (B - i)
&) IFEBMONFELAREICE L 22 THH ) V) BEIZESNTWE, LoT, %
TR LTl HERE IZED1206IC % 72 PTG AT 5O TIE %L, TFT1ILTON
HEMG L ETEREREL, TOERICXTEERTIC—DTOYA 707 4 VI2H
MOoTHAELTOL -7, 29TAHZLICED, AL TERESNZLOFHAETIED
200, BEFEMIZIZLY) BRZERFRICEOW b oL Ebis,

FEBFRE A © more/most & &t EETIO dB HEL

x4 HEBOHIX1~4

Informants more | likely | most | likely | more | dangerous most dangerous
R 68 66 68 64 68 66 68 64
J 70 70 71 70 73 73 72 71
S1 76 74 76 63 77 77 75 73
M 70 67 72 66 73 71 72 69
D 74 74 74 73 74 74 72 73
S2 74 74 79 75 77 77 74 74
Ty 72.0 70.8 73.3 69.3 73.7 73.0 72.2 70.6
=5 LB DHIX5~8
Informants more I‘ntel- most I.ntel- more | foolish idea | most | foolish idea
ligent ligent
R 65 63 66 62 64 66 70 65
J 70 72 73 70 75 75 72 72
S1 73 68 69 69 72 74 72 73
M 68 67 67 66 64 68 70 67
D 69 68 73 70 72 72 71 74
S2 73 73 74 73 75 74 78 72
Ty 69.6 68.5 70.3 68.3 70.3 71.5 72.2 70.5




AEARIZ "~ more/most” OFF { FEFEOHEF - @I KE 1

&6 1 LIBOHIXO~12

dangerous dangerous condensed condensed
Informants | more | —— most | —— more — most —
e word — word e version I version
R 67 64 69 65 67 67 64 63
J 71 73 72 71 73 73 73 72
S1 74 72 71 71 73 74 70 71
M 67 70 72 70 70 70 70 67
D 72 70 72 70 72 70 72 70
S2 79 77 79 75 75 76 72 75
Ty 71.6 71.0 72.5 70.3 71.7 71.6 70.2 69.6

Bruce is more like—ly to vi- - sit us to-—morrow.
X1 :FI210Y +5 5 L ED dBZE{L (more likely)

Jane is most like - ly to vi—sit us to-—-morrow.
X2 : fIx20Y F+9 5 L ED dBZE{E (most likely)

V. KERERDOI

FADOBILI N L1220 T XOVEIZED L T— 7 20T LT RO3E 5007, F
3. more/most 13, EADMEEH LFAENPPLEWETERINLLVWH) I LTH
% (f14HE “more foolish idea” ™ # : more foolish idea = 70.3 : 71.5 dB, cf. most foolish
idea = 722 : 705 dB)o Lo T, FHEEMY . "more/most” ITERMIZT T I AV A%
RIWERFEFZ L) 7272, T “more foolish idea” TIIBIN KR L o720
MEHIRE L v TR BEERE DL < STEA RO “more” X 1) b D %54 “foolish
idea” ICHBWEDO 7T I A Y AR BN D R DIEH, — K2 IUIAT T D25 9 72

— 5 —



il

FIZHIH L 7200&, FAEED . “more” 1& "“most” X1 gy E SN A MEMA D
LHEWIRRTH L, DT WIE I, T2 “more/most” & BT OB DT
TRNVE (BmOT) % 7RT .

more/most + JEZ ] (GEUIZHZL)
more likely=72.0 : 70.8 = 1.8 < most likely=73.3 : 69.3 — 4.0
more dangerous=73.7 : 73.0 = 0.7 < most dangerous=72.3 : 70.6 — 1.7

more/most + JEFEa GEEA 5 2% H O S /ilZmE)
more intélligent=69.6 : 685 — 1.1 < most intélligent=70.3 : 68.3 = 2.0

more/most + JEZ&w GEUIZHE) + fal
more foolish idea=70.3 : 71.5 = -1.2 < most foolish idea=72.2 : 705 — 1.7
more dangerous word=71.6 : 71.0 = 0.6 < most dangerous word=725:70.3 — 2.2

more/most + B w GRS 2% HOEMICHmE) + 46

more condénsed version=71.7 : 716 — 0.1

most condénsed version=70.2 : 69.6 — 0.6

FLTHH)—>2, =2OHIZHBALZZZ &1E. “more/most” (&, FEEFADOAIZEHRE I
L EXNBIEFE LA OED HFANICHRINDL EEOFPEEE LT CAERS
NHEIZHDLE V) ZETHDL (LEOKEK20YVF 75 0%, 5h)eTw»
Iz, w0 TF— 7 2RI — 2D dB ZOFHE LD D% FIIRT,

LA O D more/most DI : 56dB ( more 2F 3.6dB, most % 7.7dB) >
EZLE + %4 E OFID more/most D 1 20dB ( more 7% —0.5dB, most %% 4.5dB)

EDFERDMAT T DPIZOWTIE, FREZED, TNHHIRE L v, 72RO —>
£ LT, "more/most” IZ2FFDOWHER OEEF + fd) 2% & 7a 345 A%ES
ERPAY, BUSREFAI S LS LD O, A 2D05 LW BEEANPEITONL 2 Lk
Vi
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VI R

DLbos ki o, BETEIT G ([ "more/most” (FMZIZBWT, 7O I % ¥
A% b 2 L DL VNER OBEH - 45F) OMBEH L [FAZEICIRV0 T, FREICH
—IEE A L OEICHREEIND LB TY) XLADHEIE 5, FLTINERITAL-0
12, HAHEDOFEREIZBWTHERIZ "more/most” BB L7-]) &, WREHE LTHN H 5
EFERTE L, VKT D, “more/most” 1IEBEDIE & REELZ N ED 703
A VAWHGZONAMEHANIH L L) ZEPHHL2LTHSE, 25D, TNHITERKR
MICEE LR EE ZHS TWLANRELZOTHL, Ll b ) —20|FH ([ “~more” &
“~most” ZEHEKRIZD OEEF - BIFOMICERM ECRELZENAOSNLDIE, BED
FHWEFHRFICBIT 270 I A VADPFHEHELD SREVWASLTHD ) IEES NIz T
%5, ‘more” & "most” MOT T AIUVELEDOEIIZNITZERELLDTII R VWEW) 2
EDHIBHL 7256 THAH ("more” & “most” OFIT T NEITENZEI 714L718T
Hot)o NHORER A 2H I ﬁé@i%b‘%’ﬂﬁf‘% DOILEE 3TN EDED D
HLETHHEEND ([HR HAFBBER] 199948 RIBAEE)E p.32) O T, 04dB @
%(HSVM#M)f@ﬁﬁf%%vmwG%TL#&wtwvgk;&%o

VI. “~more/most” ZHIKICH DEDMERE—FELEN - EHRNLBEAHNSOER

Tl. “nevermore” % “furthermore” ® & 912 “more” ZFERIZ L DA - BFE D
FEEEAY “northernmost” % “outermost” @ X 9 12 “most” % FERIZH DA - BHlF &
DERICALVOIE, — R D725 9 e RETE D LUF CIEEF A 21520 5 B
i IO, DF DR - BRI ZBIE2 S ZOREZIY KD o

%%@%@ﬁ-@ﬁmumﬁﬁ/%iﬁﬁ%%:tuﬂ%nfw%ﬁ FHIE (2000)
&5 L ZoRFEILHEE (OF). NV HEEICECHML S DS TE, OF
W2 BIT 2 TEF - BIF O REIL, BK(EJ: FeRE (b L I3EH) HE (~er/~est) @
HhThHoT20 ZDR, PHEFEY (ME: 10664:~15004F) IZAY ., 77 Y7k - 77 ¥ AFHED
B T TP S MAILES (more ~/most ~) b CEHICHNZ, . TEE WA RED
BN LG 72013141148 22 & T, IEGE D more & most IZMRE SNz OB ORIE
ModE #IZA > TE LR L, EFIKZECETIZR 72,

2) E<HHENTVAE L), 10664EIZEEED T T v AILEEBO TV V<Y T4 =284 ) 7 4 (ERTE)
BTV FUEELR L. ZOH00FEIEE T T 2 AENEEICHEL 5 2 720 EiEICAREY A T N0,
CDL)BFEENDH SN THD,
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71 FRREFEIE
R E L (inflectional comparison) & (%, FEERICEREZ ML T/ &
F#EBOL N5 b DOT, HRFIZHEMRD “ra”. & EL#2 “ost” TH o 72,
5] : feeger ( ‘fair’ ) - faegerra - faegerost
halig ( ‘holy’ ) - haligra - haligost
rice ( ‘powerful ) - ricra - ricost

leof (‘dear’ ) - leofra - leofost

F/o0 SV CHRRICH DR Cra”, st FHAEEFE L H Y. OE RIS
DERFFDTLEFFRIC - 7 LA T7 7 b 2GSRI Lz, ZORRIED OE IZBHNATW LD
BUTOREFT, 2 TOEREFIL “ra”, “est” &4 b,

%1 : brad ( ‘broad ) - braedra - braedest

eald (‘old’ ) - ieldra - ieldest
gréat ( ‘great’ ) - grietra - grietest

long (long’ ) - lengra - longest

INHIZE S WS OAHANLE T, Bk & 138 % 55 H I HBEEREF ML Tl
Wil / e RSO L Bdze TNDS, Wb W D15 (suppletion) T, NFD45EDRH %,

god - betra - betst (good - better -best)

yfel - wyrsa - wyrst (evil - worse -worst)

Iytel - leessa - leest (little - less - least)

micel - mara - maest (much - more - most)

ZDHL, Cyiel” 3BTRS (PE) Tl “evil” &7 o722% PE IZBIT A HEIT “eviler -
“evilest” TH . “worse”-“worst” 1& “bad”, il DI TH L EHEINT V5D,

72 EERIH)

5 A L8 (periphrastic/syntactic comparison) & (&, RO & 5§,
‘more”, “most” &\ CHEM /&K EMHFE DD DO T, Mitchell (1985) 12& 5 &£13
D ME ISR SNz 77 VREZ L CZORNERL 7 T ¥ AFBEN L OB L
bITwb (Kytd 19963, Mustanoja 1969) . OE Tix4Fic, il C 3 5 A o i
EEEDLTEIHCO N2, FIUI—HOTEEFICOHW s,

Wi s 1E, A A% ma (‘more’ ), bet ( ‘better’ ), swibor ( ‘more ). #x L #»°
betst ( ‘best’ ), swibsot ( ‘most’) & #HHEH V. HEHLETIL les (less’) 29H W 5
n7z2s, HENEA v, m, 26 IE14HEA F TIZ "more” & "most” 12— S 7z,

— 8 —
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5] : geleered - ma geléered - betst geléered

(learned - more learned - most learned)

TENA D — HIEFEOEICHN S & WEIZEIF O “more/most” 23R EE
BOIE - Bl@ > &, Ng 7)) v FA (hybrid comparison) & L < & HE LK
(double comparison) &I AL HBH L7z (B : more quicker, most hardest)s <5
2. BREELEIZIE. £ 1d% A, lesser, worser, bestest @ X 9 IZAHAILETE % I
TS5k ZHIBEE O HB L Twb, Lo T, ME 25 BUCREENIC BT 5
WEICIE, SRR, BREFHLER., 2L CTERBIEO =@l FEL L) 2L
Thbo

JESTHELL, FIV = VERICEHEMN TR TH D, EEEICBWTHHEELROER TH
5o MEEFETIZIEITHE L 2% o 72h5, 13MHALICHI D T ma, mo, mara, more, mast, most
X AN HN S, ZORIFIE, HEFEIZBIT S ma, bet, swipor; betst, swipost 72
EDORIFADEF O FATICHNIE SN EICH L EEND, 2D L HIZ, EEICITFERIC
-er, -est T TIRITILIL L more, most % TITET % EFH A ILEDHE LT EZBER1 D
HDTHbo

73 JEHEFE “~more”, “~most’ DFEIE
T (1997) 12Xk AL, “~more” OFEIZ MEMIIZ Y4 CICHELE L Tz Bk
JREFE “~most” THRDLILFEIZHES L TERSINIE W, 7272 L. “furthermore”,

“farthermore”, “innermore” ®Zilix Old Norse (Scandinavian) @ “~meir” 2% & 7 5
TR EsNzEDZ L TH D,

—J7\ FEARIEREE "~most” ZTD L) HREEZMD |, REWIZITTFWILE THEDN
LHMATIERESR “most” DR ST THENL L 72,

-mo- (& ma < Germanic @ mehr) + -ista ( ‘est’ ) = -mest (OE) = -most (PE)

PFEL T, TEMHEO "most” DEERIERD “~most” L DIBICHETZ L Tz
ENDHIITEEDPESD, DF D -mest (&, M7 L 72FIF most & FEIEAY - TLREICIX
FAGRDS % (L HEREIZ R 5172 inemest (inmost) , norpmest (northmost) 7 & OFEEHF
-mest 5 DFEEE (R IMEERDT m & est PHEPOWTTE-Hix LHOFER) T
INFZDOTH D, L L, FRMICIE, MEFERESINLICES GEH 2016),

FROBFERINFEDS S FEEZEA L & ) XL OEZRIAKILS 2 RIF7E DR FNL I 72
CIBIEA &% SNb, LR ), “~most” THDLFENT X CTFEHIZHEEZ L D
EVI) HEEZETDE, HEPIZ) XLADEENZ DY A TOFEOFEIIKZ ) /INe ) O

— 9 —



il

B G2 TMREERGO RV, L2 L, KETREXLHEY) , BEREM»SOEFLH - 72
EER LTI RE RV,

VIL A& “~most” B DA - BIFAH “~more” BDHD LD ZLWDH

MOELIZR LD, WEEEZE L TO “~most” FEIME - B - HF 2 RTERE
Fi - BlE - ZAEOFERICHWVT, EFNTH 2 (ERFHNTY 2wk EHOIEEE - Fl
A FHICO B DITED, T IIEERNICEE SN z—2 &2 ) o BEHIOF
BRZEMIZBWTRBEZo TV EWIHIRETHL (K - g 2018). Bz, “the
northernmost city” & W2 X, FEEDNS ML LZET [H&RHILISHET L] L) EIR
T. ¥ 7- “the innermost chamber” & Wz X, H b EF4IZ “of the house” ZfF1F7% <
LD, FEEDPT TICHLIRIZCOVTE R L CwiUE, ZOHT [ d NWENIALE T 5
Bl LW BERLDOTHE, 2F), ZOF A4 TOH L ik ERIENRIL, ERA 28 S
LR SN LR E o7zl v L9 BBFEHIZH ) "S5 Th b,

—77. “~more” MO - BIF L. BRICEE L7282 Ic LS Tiibi
SO TR, BEMED —E L T,

Anymore

Evermore (3CEE : wwo b, H12)

Forevermore/forévermore (3Lik : 7k Al cf. for évermore/for evermore)

Farthermore/furthermore

Névermore/nevermore (3CiE: R & ~70\»)

*Innermore

WE 3L, “~more” WORER - BliF 2 &4 XTI, BBOMNRITFEHRICBWTHR
LTEMBTE VDO THD,
5 = *Sapporo is located more northern.

C.1. Sapporo is located more northern than Sendai in Japan.

X. &

INFTOFERETBEE R A&, "~most” ZHUIZH DFEOIREIZE L Tid, kD X9
RO A ZEDNTEL ),

CORE L OFENHEA LD, FTE—II. BRI LB S ZOLEEDN D - 725
5THb, TOFNICED, FEENERT S (B - ik EOFEEB CROETD - L
fZH D] L) BRFERL ANV TEHTEL22 R0, BEFREIZGY 25 TH
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bHo FLTCZOENEEZMENSZLZ 720D, BH L) XLDHETH 720 Vo :E
SHIZHRE A b OFERIZZT ZORIEH SN2 DIXZOHENSTHA 9 .
] : (OE) downmest = (ME/PE) downmost=the furthest down, towards the bottom

—J. “~more” T HUHIAHTAHEEIXSITEIEL o7 (cf *northernmore). HEE
WAEHOEAL, BT HEOMRICER L TEL 5T, Bz CTESN T & CHERR
BT R WHEERR 2 FBIC AT LES R 572720 THA ),

SE R

AHT=8 - AR 3 19864 T 3E3E - Hraiahimd] Whgettibhi

FHEIGIEM 20004 THFEL] F6HE

REtdise - MER (2018) 3EFRICBT 2 K MILER - BIF O [3EEEHE] KBEEE Vol. 66,
Nol3, PP. 70-71.

Y FHFE— 20164F [H5E0 [24 2] 2B 25 E L ToOREER] HFgett
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A Linguistic Exploration for the Development
of Adjectives and Adverbs Ending
with “most” in English

Hiromi OTAKA

English has two parallel systems of comparison, an inflectional one formed with
suffixes “er” for the comparative and “est” for the superlative (e.g. higher, highest),
with some irregular forms (e.g. worse, less, most), and a periphrastic (or syntactic) one
formed with the adverbs “more” and “most” which are irregular comparatives of ‘many’
and “much” (e.g. more beautiful, most beautiful), respectively. According to Mitchell
(1985: 84-5), the periphrastic forms first appeared in the 13th century under the
influence of Latin and French. They gained ground steadily after the 14th century until
the beginning of the 16th century when they had become as frequent as they are today
(Pound 1901: 19).

In addition to these above, there has been another type of comparison in regards to
the superlative (northernmost, southernmost, etc.). This type of superlatives end in
“most,” which is not the adverb “most” but the “most” that originates from a very old
superlative ending mest. Mest is believed to have changed into “most” under the
influence of the adverb “most.” With these adjectives ending with “most,” one or both of
the other degrees (ie. positive or comparative) are commonly lacking (e.g. top - ¢ -
topmost, ¢ - inner - innermost).

This paper explores the reason as to why the last type of the superlative has
developed through the Middle English. In order to pursue this exploration, a hypothesis
is proposed as follows.

“Based on the fact that almost all the original adjectives/adverbs with the suffix

“most” have the primary stress on the word-initial syllable (e.g. nérthern-most, hinder-

most, bottom-most), the new type of the superlative, which is neither inflectional nor
peripheral, may have developed in order to avoid rhythm clash with the preceding adverb
most. It has been well known among linguists that the rhythm clash can affect the syntax
in the grammar as seen in the case of “half an hour” changed from “a half hour”.

An acoustic experiment with 12 sentences involving the comparatives and
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superlatives uttered by 6 native English speakers was conducted by using a sound
analyzer Praat. As a result, it turned out that both the adverbs “more” and “most” are
given a stress as strong as the word-initial syllable of the following noun due to the
prominence given. Thus, these results may bear out the validity of the aforementioned
hypothesis. However, the loudness of “most” turned out to be not significantly greater
than that of “-more,” failing to explain fully the reason as to why the number of
adjectives/adverbs ending with the suffix more (5~6 words: e.g. furthermore, evermore)
is significantly fewer than those with -most (44 words). This implies that there must be
another reason other than the stress clash, which could be more influential. Therefore, a
semantic approach is also taken in addition to an acoustic one.

In conclusion, it is claimed that the third type of superlatives, which is neither
periphrastic nor inflectional, may have occurred during the Middle English period to
meet the need from a semantic demand based on the Principle of Economy. This is
because this type of superlative can help a sentence forgo the object of whole members
to be compared. For example, from the sentence “This is the innermost chamber,” we
can understand that the location of the room is compared with other rooms in the house

he is referring to.



