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Goethe and Schopenhauer — Philosophical
Reflections on “Nature”
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For today's environmental ethics it is essential to overcome the Cartesian mechanical view,
because it's the cause of many actual environmental problems. Therefore a new idea of na-
ture is in need, which is meant to indicate, how humans and nature can coexist in harmony.
A view of nature in its wholeness (Natur als Ganzes) is contradictory to the Cartesian me-
chanical perspective. But this view is the key to solve those environmental problems. J. W.
v. Goethe and Arthur Schopenhauer are representatives of this view. This article examines
the problems of thinking nature in its entirety by a philosophical comparison and interpre-
tation of Goethe's and Schopenhauer's thoughts on nature.
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