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Visitation and Custody in High-Conflict Couples

Ryoko YAMAGUCHI

When parents agree to divorce, they should determine visitation and
custody with the interests of the child as their highest priority. However,
when there is a high degree of conflict between the couple, taking into
consideration the interests of the child become difficult. I examine cases of
high-conflict couples, dividing them into two types. In one group, one parent
and children refuse visitation because of domestic violence (DV) committed
by the other parent during the marriage. This is the DV type. In the other
type, despite the absence of reasons such as DV or abuse, children strongly
resist visitation or completely refuse any contact with the other parent. This
may come about through the influence of an alienating parent, who is trying
to keep children away from the other parent. This is called the parental
alienation (PA) type. It is necessary to examine the adverse effects on the
best interests of the child in cases of both DV and PA. I discuss the problems
and controversies of the DV and PA types with reference to American
research on the topic.
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