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An Analysis of Mayoral Elections and

Efficiency of Local Public Finance

BRSO kA’

Eiji Sumi

The purpose of this paper is to investigate whether competition in mayoral election reduces
cost inefficiency of Japanese local government by using stochastic frontier analysis. We

found that uncontested mayoral election significantly reduces cost inefficiency against ex-
pectations, while the longstanding incumbents and the mayors from the opposition parties

increase cost inefficiency.
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