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An Analysis and Review of U.S. Presidential
Election 2016: With Historical Comparison

ANt K
Hirotsugu Koike

Donald Trump won the Presidential election of the United States of America in 2016 and
took office in the following year with a strong message “America First”. What was its mean-
ing and implications for the U.S. and the world including Japan? It might imply that the
U.S. no longer wishes to lead the world, and also may symbolize the relative decline of U.S.
power. Is this the beginning of the end of the “Era of the U.S.” ? This article argues that the
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) revolution has accelerated globalization
and widening income divide among people, and that the ongoing fundamental change is so
fast that it is increasingly difficult for modern politics and journalism to cope with.
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