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Universality of Human Rights and Moral Pluralism
—On the notion of Human Rights in the thoughts of Michael Ignatieff—

MR A&

Abstract

Making International Human Rights Regime more effective and solving the problem of the antagonism
between universality of Human Rights and moral pluralism, is really one of the biggest problems for the
contemporary human rights issues. Michael Ignatieff proposes a pragmatic way of thinking about Human
Rights. He argues that we should take the notion of human rights, not as a philosophical and religious
discussion, but as practical one such as protection of a negative freedom, and try to regard the problem of
Human Rights as a political issue. This paper will point out the positive meaning of Ignatieff's understanding
of Human Rights, and examine its negative aspect.
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