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The Role Extracurricular Activities Play in Problems in Student Guidance and Today’s Educational

Challenges
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Abstract

This paper considers where the problems in student guidance lie by looking at “non school
attendance” and bullying at school, and examines how to address today's educational challenges. First, it
identifies the problems in school education in Japan. Next, it considers two approaches to address
problematic behavior in schoolchildren. Then, it argues the importance of holding the view in school
education that in order to ensure that problematic behavior does not develop in future generations of
schoolchildren, various skills need to be fostered in them and it is essential that desirable groups are
formed. In light of this, the paper considers the role played by extracurricular activities that feature
“desirable group activities,” based on educational practices presented at the Japanese Association for
the Study of Extraclass Activities” 24th Kinki Conference. Specifically, it examines the Great Hanshin
Earthquake memorial gatherings which have been held continuously at Ashiya municipal elementary
schools since the earthquake, community engagement activities conducted by Nishinomiya municipal
junior high schools, and human rights and disaster prevention education which has been carried out by
Osaka municipal junior high schools since the Great East Japan Earthquake, and discusses the
importance of fostering the qualities and skills schoolchildren need to participate in society.
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