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Abstract

The environment surrounding children today has changed significantly, and the increasing
fragility of home nurturing functions in general households is becoming serious. This is engendering
various problems among children, including delinquency, refusal to attend school, being subjected to
child abuse, and developmental disorders. The problems of child abuse in the home and domestic
violence in particular are increasing rapidly, so that it is no longer surprising to discover such things in
any home.

Foster homes for children, which have faced difficulties with understaffing, are currently being
adequately staffed at least in urban areas. As a result of the above, however, cases that are
qualitatively difficult to deal with are increasing.

The author would therefore like to reexamine the status of foster homes today. The study subjects
were foster homes for children and related institutions and organizations including child consultation
centers and the National Association of Foster Homes. The current status and specific issues faced in
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recent years by the respective institutions and organizations was considered.
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