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Ochimi Kubushiro’s view of sex education in postwar Japan:

Towards solutions for sex related issues

Atsuko Mineyama

Doctoral Course Researcher, Graduate School of Human Welfare Studies, Kwansei Gakuin University

Ochimi Kubushiro was a women’s rights activist in Japan, who worked toward abolishing the licensed prostitution
system and achieving women’s suffrage. She had already held an interest in sex education in relation to abolishing the
licensed prostitution system prior to becoming a member of the Japan Women's Christian Temperance Union (JWCTU).
The aim of this paper is to analyze Kubushiro’'s underlying views of sex education by clarifying the developments and
changes in her views from the pre-war to post-war periods. She visited the United States to research sex education and
sexually transmitted diseases prevention policies in 1935. The following year, she serially published original reading
materials regarding sex education, "Sex education in my country”, in Fujin-Shipo (the newsletter of the JWCTU). In the
pre-war period she attached importance to biological knowledge of sex and the concept of ‘purity’. However, she
recognized the necessity of ‘family planning’ in the mid 1950 s and asserted it until the latter part of her life. She devoted
her life to solving sex related issues through the three pillars of sex education, education on sexual morality and family
planning, and to building up a sound society in which both men and women could hold ‘purity’ important as human beings.

Key words : Ochimi Kubushiro, sex education, education on sexual morality, family planning, purity
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