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Farewell to ‘One Country Pacifism’ and the Need
for Proactive Contribution to Peace

oA I T

Eisuke Suzuki

Japan’s entire security arrangements have been developed through, and built upon, a series
of constitutional interpretations of Article 9 to which no amendment has been made. The
Cabinet Legislation Bureau’s long-held understanding of the concept of collective self-de-
fense is false. The CLB has rejected the notion of collective self even though Japan’s crimi-
nal code recognizes the defense of other individuals as the lawful exercise of self-defense.
Those who oppose the right of collective self-defense subscribe to the dichotomy between
Japan and other countries. This dichotomy is the basis of “one country pacifism.” It is rooted
in national egotism; it betrays universal pacifism.

Though a new security law regime now in place rejected “one country pacifism,” there still
is a need for a new reinterpretation of paragraph 2 of Article 9 of the Constitution, so that it
could conform to the interpretation given to paragraph 1 of Article 9.

R—7— KA 4 [—IEAERL EFMARTE KRNAT. K

Key Words : Article 9 of the Constitution, “One Country Pacifism,” the right of collective self-
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Farewell to ‘One Country Pacifism’ and the Need for Proactive Contribution to Peace
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