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Factors Determining the Degree of Self-Disclosure
on the Web among College Students

Kimiko SAKAMOTO
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Abstract:

Many Japanese people have started to build their own individual web pages as the Internet use
expanded since around 2000. Especially, there are many younger people who use Internet services
such as social network service and weblog, and the users are increasing each year. In these personal
pages, various information can be easily sent even if it is too private. So far, there were researches
about the self-disclosure in face to face communications, but there was no quantitative research on the
self-disclosure on the Internet in which people mainly communicate with each other by using text.
This paper tried to show how many Japanese college students use Internet services such as social
network service and weblog, how often and deeply they self-disclose themselves on the web, and what

factors in the real life relate their self-disclosure on the web.
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