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A Study of Decision Making Process on the
Nationalization of the Senkaku Islands in 2012

Karol ZAKOWSKI

The paper analyzes, from the perspective of Japanese national interests,
situation in the government and political competition for power, the factors
which influenced Japan’s decision to nationalize three of the Senkaku Islands
in September 2012.

The idea of purchasing the disputed archipelago was first conceived by
Tokyo Governor Ishihara Shintaro who wanted to protest against a “weak”
diplomacy towards China conducted by the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ).
Because Ishihara’s initiative could jeopardize a delicate process of restoration
of Sino-Japanese cooperation after the East China Sea crisis in 2010, it neces-
sitated involvement of the Japanese government.

I argue, however, that Noda administration mistakenly interpreted China’s
initial protests against the purchase by a hawkish Tokyo governor, and drew
a conclusion that nationalization would be a more acceptable solution for Bei-
jing. China’s strong reaction to the nationalization exceeded Japanese prime
minister’s expectations, but he could not change his decision because of the
schedule of election for the post of DP] leader. 1 examine how this series of
misunderstandings, amplified by the lack of use of semi-official channels of
communication with the Chinese top leaders, contributed to the escalation of
the Sino-Japanese dispute.
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