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The Japan-British Exhibition and the Idea of “Human zoos”

ABSTRACT

The Japan-British Exhibition was held at Shepherd’s Bush in London in 1910. The
exhibition succeeded in attracting public attention, displaying Japanese art, handicrafts, silk
goods and so on. In particular, spectators were deeply impressed when they entered into
the Japanese garden, called “Poetic Japan” or “Fair Japan”.

In this exhibition, various kinds of entertainment, for example, Sumou wrestling,
were performed to attract spectators. At the same time, aborigines of Taiwan and the Ainu
of Hokkaido were displayed their customs, manners and physical characteristics in “native
villages”. It was clear that they were observed as objects of “human exhibit”. Furthermore,
many Japanese craftsmen participating in the exhibition, were also exposed from the
Orientalist’s point of view.

This paper aims to describe the details of the Japan-British Exhibition from a

historical-anthropological standpoint.

Key Words: Japan-British Exhibition, Human zoos, aborigines of Taiwan, human display



